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THE SERVICE – SETTING ONE 

THREAD: Judgment produces perseverance for the suffering. 

Hymn: The Church’s One Foundation CW 855 

 

 

 

 
 

In the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the 

atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Glory Be to God CW 157 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 4 

 

 
 

THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may always look forward to 

the end of this present evil age and the day of your righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith, and 

present us at last holy and blameless before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading Malachi 4 

God’s people were questioning whether to follow God since they didn’t see immediate justice. Why serve a God who doesn’t act 

now? Malachi relates a vivid picture of judgment. Justice will prevail, but in God’s timing. The people will have final vindication 

over their oppressors. In the meantime, the Lord graciously allows time for repentance. 

 1“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and the 

day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2But for 

you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays. And you will go out and frolic like 

well-fed calves. 3Then you will trample on the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when 

I act,” says the LORD Almighty. 

 4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for all Israel. 

 5“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 6He will turn the 

hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the 

land with total destruction.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: All the Ends of the Earth Psalm 98A 

 

 

 
  

Sing to the LORD a / new song, 

   for he has done / marv’lous things; 

his right hand and his / holy arm 

   have worked salvation / for him. 

The LORD has made his sal- / vation known 

   and revealed his righteousness to the / nations.    Refrain 

Shout for joy to the LORD, / all the earth, 

   burst into jubilant song with / music. 

Let the rivers / clap their hands, 

   let the mountains sing together / for joy; 

let them sing be- / fore the LORD, 

   for he comes to / judge the earth. 

He will judge the world in / righteousness 

   and the peoples with / equity. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text and music: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 1:5–10 

The Thessalonians were increasing in faith. The evidence for this was not that their lives were getting easier. Rather, the evidence 

was in their ability to persevere in trial and persecution. But they should not question that God will judge unrighteousness. Those 

who reject the natural knowledge of God or the gospel of Jesus will get what they desire. They will be shut out from the presence of 

the Lord. In the same way, those who believe the gospel of Jesus will get what they desire: an eternity with a just savior. 

 5All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, 

for which you are suffering. 6God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7and give relief to you 

who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with 

his powerful angels. 8He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9They 

will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 

might 10on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have 

believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation Revelation 2:10 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Be faithful, even to the point of death,  

and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Gospel Luke 21:5–19 

Herod’s magnificent temple has been destroyed. But in the conflict between the world and the church, Christ’s church and its 

members will ultimately always stand. When Christ returns in judgment, he will bring an end to all war and deliver victory to his 

people. 

 5Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts 

dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6“As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on 

another; every one of them will be thrown down.” 

 7“Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take 

place?” 

 8He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The 

time is near.’ Do not follow them. 9When you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must 

happen first, but the end will not come right away.” 

 10Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11There will be great 

earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. 

 12“But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to synagogues and put you in 

prison, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13And so you will bear 

testimony to me. 14But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15For I will give 

you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by 

parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17Everyone will hate you 

because of me. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19Stand firm, and you will win life. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Hymn of the Day: The Day Is Surely Drawing Near CW 488 
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5 My Savior paid the debt I owe 6 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

    and for my sin was smitten;      but hasten our salvation; 

within the Book of Life I know  we often tremble on our way 

    my name has now been written.      in fear and tribulation. 

I will not doubt, for I am free,  Your saints are waiting patiently; 

and Satan cannot threaten me;  come soon, Redeemer, make us free 

    there is no condemnation!      from ev’ry evil. Amen. 

Sermon 2 Thessalonians 1:5–10 

Face the World, Confident of God’s Judgment 

1) The world opposes your faith 

a) What opposition did the Christians in Thessalonica endure and how did they face it? 

b) What opposition from the world do you face as you live your Christian faith? 

2) God’s judgment encourages your faith 

Describe the three aspects of God’s judgment that encourage and strengthen us to face the world’s 

opposition. 

a) First: You are counted worthy in Christ 

b) Second: God will justly judge 

c) Third: On Judgment Day, we enter into an eternity with Christ 

3) Faith lives for Jesus now while awaiting the amazement of heaven 

Sermon by Rev. Gregg Bitter, used by permission 

Adapted for use by Peace 
Ministering Elder: Jim Dietz 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

        the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you 

have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may 

increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. 

Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

… Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those 

who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

Offering – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:  

Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406 

Let us pray: 

God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep 

your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 

death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Amen. 

Hymn: God of Grace and God of Glory CW 770 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer – Announcements 
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